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Companions and Choices: Quilts and Paintings
• through February 27, Main Galleries
Photographic Images and the History of
African Americans in Coles County
• through March 10, Brainard Gallery
Spring Junior-Senior High Enrichment:
Companions & Choices: Quilts & Paintings
• through February 27
Companions & Choices Curator's!Artist's Lecture: Rod Buffington
• Wednesday, February 6, 7pm
Closed for Lincoln's Birthday
• Friday, February 8
Coles County Arts Council Honors Recital
• Monday, February 18, 7pm

Photographic Images Curator's Lecture: Dr. Wilson Ogbomo
• Wednesday, February 20, 7pm
Cultivating Creativity: ICTC Children's Art Exhibition 2001-2002
• Edgar County Bank & Trust, Kansas • through February 4
• Citizens National Bank, Paris • February 5- February 21
• Chrisman Public Library, Chrisman • February 22- March 11
Co-sponsored with illinois Consolidated Telephone Company

Companions and Choices: Quilts & Paintings
• through February 27, Main Galleries
For more than ten years Springfield, illinois, artist Rod Buffington has been creating
watercolor "quilts" -- collaged paintings that resemble pieced quilts. Over the years
Buffington, an EIU alumnus and former Art faculty member, became more knowledgeable of and involved with contemporary quilters. About four years ago he came
up with the concept embodied by this exhibition: to pair up with each individual quilt
artist to jointly develop an idea for a quilt block. Working from this central basic concept Buffington and the quilt artist then developed his or her work of art independently. The quilters represented in the exhibition are: Vir~a Avery (Port Chester,
NY), Rita Barber (Carlinville, IL), Marian Brockschmidt (Springfield, IL), Marilyn
Doheny (Edmonds, WA), Caryl Bryer Fallert (Oswego, IL), Pat Holly and Sue Nickels
(Muskegon, MI and Ann Arbor, MI), Roberta Horton (Berkeley, CA), Libby Lehman
(Houston TX), Diana Leone (Santa Clara, CA), Carole A. Liebzeit (Wilson, WY), Mary
Mashuta (Berkeley, CA), Paula Nadelstem (Bronx, NY), Yvonne Porcella (Modesto,
CA), Judy Severson (Belvedere, CA), Anita Shackelford (Bucyrus, OH), Ricky Tuns
(Arvada, CO), and Jean Wells (Keenan) (Sister, OR). This exhibition debuted at the
National Quilt Museum in Paducah, Kentucky, and will travel to Barcelona, Spain,
after its showing at the Tarble. Buffington will present a lecture about his art and the
exhibition on Wednesday, February 6, 7pm.
Photographic Images and the History of African Americans in Coles County
• through March 10, Brainard Gallery
This exhibition presents the history and achievements of African Americans in Coles
County through photographic images from the 19th century to the present, and is the
first known effort to compile and examine this history and its imagery. The exhibition's photographic images are drawn from rersonal collections, church records, the
Coles County Historical Society, and Eastern s archives. African Americans migrated
to Coles County about the same time as white settlers. Some of the earliest ima~es
include: the home of Dr. Hiram Rutherford, an Oakland physcian and abolitiorust,
which is believed to have been a stop on the underground railroad; Judge Dunn's children with a black maid c. 1900; and a restaurant in downtown Charleston which was
operated by an African American family. Also exhibited is the image of a stone mark-

er placed at the location of a 19th century black cemetery in Oakland, perhaps the earliest evidence of African Americans who settled in Coles County. More recent images
are of Olympic athlete John M. Craft and Eastern's first African American president, Dr.
Carol Surles. The exhibition was researched and curated by Dr. Wilson Ogbomo,
Director of EIU's African American Studies program. A publication which incorporates
the images from the exhibition and additional information is planned. This project is
funded in part by the illinois Humanities Council, the National Endowment for the
Humanities, and the illinois General Assembly. Dr. Ogbomo will talk about the basis of
and research for the project at the Tarble on Wednesday, February 20.

Spring Junior-Senior High Enrichment: Companions & Choices: Quilts & Paintings
• through February 27
This tour/studio program, offered at no charge to area junior-senior high art teachers
and their students, will focus on the Companions and Choices exhibition. Students will
design and fabricate a narrative quilt block in the studio portion of the program using
fabrics, buttons, and other embellishments. The program was developed by Dr. Gene
Harrison of the EIU Art Department and Tarble Curator of Education Kit Morice and
will be presented by EIU Art Education students.
Chamber Music Concert: Ensemble Chorag6s
• Sunday, February 3, 3pm
Have you ever wondered what it would have been like to be European royalty in the
1500s? The last concert of the 2001-2002 Chamber Music Series will offer a glimpse of
one small aspect when the Ensemble Chorag6s performs vocal music written for the
members of the Austrian court, circa 1500. Making up the ensemble are: Sherezade
Panthaki and Patricia Poulter, sopranos; Richard R. Rossi, counter-tenor; Dan Hughes,
tenor; Philip Silvey, bass/baritone; and Fred Stoltzfus, bass/baritone and music director. All members of the group are involved in conducting and education as well as performing; Poulter and Rossi are on the EIU Music faculty. Ensemble Chorag6s chooses
its repertory largely from the fifty or so manuscripts produced in the years 1495-1535
for the Burgundian Habsburg courts of Archduke Philip the Fair, Emperor Maximilian,
Dowager Duchess Margaret of Austria, and Archduke Charles (later Emperor Charles
V). The music includes both religious and secular works. Tickets are $5, $3 for
seniors/students, and $1 for middle and senior high school students. Tickets will be
available at the door the day of the concert or in advance by calling the Tarble at
217 /581-ARTS (-2787). The concert is co-sponsored with the EIU Music Department.
Visiting Artist/Curator Lecture: Rod Buffington
• Wednesday, February 6, 7pm
Rod Buffington, artist and curator of the exhibition Companions & Choices: Quilts &
Paintings, will present a slide lecture about his art and talk about how the exhibition was
developed. Buffington began creating his quilt patterned watercolor collages in 1980.
An art educator and arts administrator, Buffington holds BA, MA and EdS degrees from
Eastern, served on EIU's Art faculty, and was the last director of the Paul T. Sargent
Gallery before the opening of the Tarble Arts Center. He also served as director of the
Springfield Art Association. His artwork has been exhibited extensively throughout the
United States. It is widely collected and awarded, including receivin~ an Alumni Merit
Awardfrom the Tarble's Drawing/Watercolor: Illinois biennial exhibition, an exhibition
Buffington created while on the faculty at Eastern. The lecture is co-sponsored with the
EIU Art Department. Admission is free and the public is invited.
Curator's Lecture: Dr. Wilson Ogbomo on Photographic Images and the History of
African Americans in Coles County
• Wednesday, February 20, 7pm
Dr. Ogbomo will talk about the basis of this exhibition and pending publication, including how the project was researched and the source of tile photographic images for
Photographic Images and the History of African-Americans in Coles County. Dr. Onaiwu
Wilson Ogbomo is Director of African American Studies at Eastern. He holds a BA
(with honors) in History from the University of Maiduguri, Maiduguri, and an MAin
History from the University of Ibadan, Ibadan (both in Nigeria), ana received his PhD
from Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia. He is the author of When Men and
Women Mattered: A History of Gender Relations Among the Owan of Nigeria (University of
Rochester Press) and a number of articles in joumafs on African and African Amencan
history. He is co-curator of the photographic exhibition A Significant Past: African
Americans in Crawford County, 1800-1950 at Allegheny College, Meadville, PA.

Spring 2002 Classes and Workshops

• Classes begin February 18
Art classes and workshops for ages 4 and over will be offered at the Tarble b~lMP!flg
February 18. Please refer to the Spring 2002 Tarble class/workshop brochure ....
descriptions, scheduling, and fees. To receive a brochure call217 /581-ARTS · ·

Throughout the month of February the Tarble is hosting the Spring 2002 J
High Enrichment Program to area secondary school art teachers and their
program includes a guided exhibition tour followed by a hands-on studio pr!::!j;~'ft~ ...? :""f1,.,•• ••,,,,,,..
directly relates to the content of the exhibition. Companions and Choices:
Paintings is this year's featured exhibition. During the tour, student docents will focus
on how each artist uses art elements and design principles as well as some of the techniques used by both the quilt artists and Rod Buffington's companion mixed media
pamtings. The studio project involves students working in pairs to come up with a concept and color choices; once these decisions are made, each participant will create a fabric collage in a square format much like a quilt block.
Schools participating in the 2002 Junior /Senior High Enrichment are Arthur
Junior /Senior High School; Central A&M Middle and High Schools, AssumptionMoweaqua; Chrisman High School; Coles County Christian School, Charleston;
Cowden High School; Cumberland Elementary and Junior High School, Toledo;
Mattoon Middle and Senior High Schools; Oakland High School; Shelbyville High
School and Windsor Junior-Senior High School.

-- Kit Morice

First is an apology for a mistake in last month's newsletter and the Companions & Choices
announcement card: Barcelona, as everyone knows, is in Spain, not Italy, and it is to
Spain that Companions & Choices will go upon leaving the Tarble. (I am sure life-long
educators like Tarble patrons Dorothy Countryman and Mildred Timmons were chagrined to read this error, as was I!)
Now, from _penance to praise. Thanks to What's Cookin' for donating the catering for
the Companzons & Choices opening reception, to Michael Stryker for providing his jazz
stylings on piano, and to Mary Pierce for the table decorations and other assistance.
Thanks also to EIU faculty members Dr.s Alan Baharlou (Geology /Geography),
Richard Keiter (Chemistry), and Steve Mullin (Biological Sciences) for serving on last
month's panel discussion about art and science with visiting artist Andrew Young, and
to Chris Kahler (Art) for both proposing the discussion and serving as panel moderator.
The panel was put together rather last minute, but was well received. We plan to do
more such interdisciplinary programs in the future (and will also have more planning
and promotion time as well).
Last, but far from least, is our thanks to all those who responded to the recent Tarble
Arts Center membership request. A complete listing of the Tarble members will appear
in the March newsletter. If you haven't yet sent in your membership contribution-- it's
never too late. Or if you did not receive a membership invitation -- you don't have to
wait to be asked. Call or visit the Tarble and we will be happy to provide you with a
membership application form. Membership contributions are important in helping the
Tarble Arts Center continue to bring in noted artists and scholars, and present significant visual arts exhibitions. These contributions support innovative educational programs which serve area school students and their teachers. Membership donations also
help to sustain the permanent collection through new acquisitions and conservation
treatment. These activities benefit residents of east-central Illinois and visitors alike,
and would not be possible without the support from the Tarble's many members.

-- Michael Watts

~~~

2002 All-Student Show • March 9 - 30
A Collaboration: Victoria Woollen-Danner & the 2002 Arts-In-Education Students
• March 15 -April21, Brainard Gallery
Victoria Woollen-Danner: A-I-E Artist Residency • March 18 - April12
Docent Meeting • March 18, lOam
All-Student Show Awards Reception • March 24, 2-4prn
Closed for Easter Sunday • March 31

Hours: 10am-5pm Tues.- Fri., 10am-4pm Sat., 1-4pm Sun.; closed Mondays and holidays.
Admission: Admission is free except as noted. Parking: Free visitor parking in 9th Street lot.
Location: South 9th Street at Cleveland Avenue, Eastern Illinois University campus, Charleston
Phone: 217 /581-2787; Fax: 217 /581-7138; Website: http:/ /www.eiu.edu/ -tarbfe

The Tarble Arts Center, a division of the College of Arts & Humanities, is partially supported by
Tarble Arts Center membership contributions and by the illinois Arts Council, a state agency.
The Tarble Arts Center is accredited by the American Association of Museums.
Tarble Arts Center Advisory Board Officers:
Therese Supple Kincade, President
Thomas LeVeck, Vice President
John Armstrong, Secretary

Tarble Arts Center Staff:
Michael Watts, Director
Kit Morice, Curator of Education
David Pooley, Registrar
Fran Wittenberg, Secretary
James K. Johnson, Dean, College of Arts & Humanities
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